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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) A method for performing user migrating a uoorfrom a 
souroe serv e r modu l e providing a oontent str e am to sa i d user^ said oont e nt str ea m 
divided into a plurality of e xte nt s , said - m e thod comprising tho stops of : 



server module , determining a transitional extent that define sd e fining an appropriate first 
extent to be provided to said user via a destination server module , said content stream 
being divided into a plurality of extents, including said transitional extent, said 
appropriate first extent, and a plurality of subseouent extents : 

determining whethertf said destination server module is capable of providing said 
tmnnit i nnaU^tent to said us e r with i n a -retrieving said transitional extent fr o m an array of 
storage devices within the transitional extent deadlin efi ret tim e p e riod ; and 

causing said destination server module to provide said transitional extent and 
said s ubsequent extents associat e d with sa i d - content str e am t o said user, each extent 
containing an amount of information retrieved from a single storage device of thean 
array of storage devices during one service period. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether said 
destination server module is capable of providing said transitional extent to said user 
within said transitional extent deadline includes: s aid s e cond st e p of determining 
comprisos - th e st e ps of: 

communicating at least said transitional extent including a transitional extent 
deadline to said destination server module; and 

evaluating a message received from said destination server module, said 
message comprising one of a rejection, an acceptance and a modified acceptance of a 
migration of said user to said destination server module. 




-for asaM content stream being provided to asai4 use r from a source 
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4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said message isto the ease 
e£a rejection of saidt he migration of said user to said destination server module, and 
further comprising selecting an alternate destination server modul o - io - s el ect e d . 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said message isi ft the ease 
ef-an acceptance message, and caid method f urther comprising o ompr i s e s the s t e p e- ef : 

determining whether said transition extent deadline has passed; and 
when a nd. in tho ovont of said transition extent deadline hasbaving passed, 

determining a next transitional extent for said content stream being provided to sa&fte 

user. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
wh e r ei n in response to said transition extent deadline not having passed, 

stopping an output and sending a trigger message to said destination server module. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising >tho otop of 
waiting for a response message from said destination server module; and 

in response to an error indicative response message, selecting an alternative 
destination server module. 

,8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said message is saidi * 
f os pefls o - to - a modified acceptance m e ssag e, and furthe r comprisingsa i d - method 
performs th e st e ps of . 

selecting a new transition extent in when t h e - oas e of said modified acceptance 
js bo in g appropriate; and 

selecting an alternative destination server module whentf said modified 
acceptance is inappropriate. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein an alternate extent is 
selected to cause a repetition in content preparation. 
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1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said transitional extent is entered at an 
extent boundary. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein said transitional extent is entered at a 
packet including an asserted discontinuity flag, 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein said transitional extent is 
determined with respect to a packet offset parameter comprising an asserted 
discontinuity flag in a header portion of said t ransit i onal offs e t packet 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said transitional extent is determined 
with respect to a packet offset parameter, 

14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein said transitional extent is 
determined with respect to a packet offset parameter comprising an asserted 
discontinuity flag in a header portion of said transitiona l offs e t p acket 

1 5. (Currently amended) A method for user migration.f oeeiving a migrated us e r of^a 
e ontent str e am, said content stream i s divid e d into a plurality of ext e nts, e ach e xt e nt 
containing an amount of information retriev e d from a s i ngle storage de vi c e^ of an array 
of storag e d e vices during on e s e rvic e p e riod , comprising: 

receiving a transitional extent identifier, an extent deadline and a content 
identifie r associated with a migrated user of a content stream, said content stream being 
divided into a plurality of extents, each extent containing an amount of information 
retrieved from a single storage device of an array of storage devices during one sen/ice 
period : 

determining whethertf a the identified transitional exten t, which is identified by 
said transitional extent identifier, of an the identified conten t stream, which is identified 
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bv said content identifier, may be accessed prior to said transitional e xtent deadline; 
and 

in response to t ho ovont of a favorable determination, accessing said identified 
transitional extent and providing a message indicative of acceptance of said migrated 
user. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising: w hereto 
-in response to t ho ev e nt of an unfavorable determination^cttmmunicating an 

alternate transitional extent identifier to a source server module; and 

accessing said identified content stream beginning with said alternate transition 

extent, 

1 7. (Currently amended) An aA pparatus. comprising: 

a plurality of server modules including a first server module and a second server 
module , each of said server modules having associated with it a fospoGtivo-mass 
storage device far storing content as respective sequences of a plurality of e xtents 
including a transitional extent and a first extent each extent containing an amount of 
information retrieved from a single storage device of said mass storage device during 
one service period: and 

a switch for coupling a plurality of content streams provided by said server 
modules to a plurality of t ransport processors, said content streams including at least 
one first content streame aoh of said transport proc e s s or ; 

wherein said a t least one first content streams being provided to a user by saida 
first server module is caused to be provided to said user by saida second server 
module, an initial portion of said first content stream provid e d by said oocond sofv g f 
mo€tete-being defined by a transition^ said first and second server modules cooperating 
to define saida transitional extent representing saida first extent of said first content 
stream- to - be - provided by said second s e rv e r modul e; 

wherein, in response to t he cas e of a migration event, at least one content stream 
]s_provided by a source server modul e and ar -sate failing server module isape migrated 
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to a non-failing server module such that a plurality of s ubscribers receiving said at least 
one c ontent streams receive substantially uninterrupted service. 

18. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 17, wherein in response to a failure, 
an over utilization or ajoad imbalance condition, at least a portion of said at least 
onethe content streams provided by said failing server module jsafe migrated to a non- 
over utilized server module such that said s ubscribers receiving said at least onet he 
content streams provided by sa i d failing s e rvor modulo are m i grat e d to a non - fail i ng 
server modu le such that subscribers rec e iving s a i d contont streams receive 
substantially uninterrupted service. 

19. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein said mass storage 
device comprises an array of storage devices for storing said content in a striped 
manner, said content being distributed among said array of storage d evices according 
to a sequence of extents. 
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